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INTERVIEW WITH PARAMAHAMSA SRI SWAMI VISHWANANDA  

Dear Guruji, last October saw the opening of the new Shirdi Sai Baba Mandir in Shree 
Peetha Nilaya. You have always had a strong connection to Shirdi Sai Baba, but where 
does this connection come from, why do you feel close to him? Who is Shirdi Baba for 
you? 
PV: Shirdi Sai Baba was the first Guru who came to me, actually. And that was when I was 7 or 8 
years old. He came in the form of a calendar because my family would take and keep for 
themselves all the pictures of the gods and the deities I collected. So, the only one I knew they 
would not take is Shirdi Sai Baba. So, that’s how, when a friend of mine gave me a choice 
between a Balaji and a Shirdi Sai calendar, I took Shirdi Sai. It was the right choice. So, in a way, 
he became the first Guru to me. This is the connection that I have with him. 

Is there a special reason that the Shirdi Sai Baba Temple was built at this time? 
PV: Well, you see, Shirdi Sai is a saint who reminds people of humility and he is a saint for 
everybody, not only for some people. You know, very often there are saints who are only for 
some category of people, but Shirdi Sai is for everybody. He doesn’t look at rich or poor; there 
is no difference to him and he is a true saint. So, that’s why it is needed. His temple is a reminder 
of this humility that you can’t love people because of their status or their category. You should 
love people for who they are in reality; for the soul and the Self, that is why you should love 
people. Not because of what they have, what they can give, or what they can contribute. Those 
things are just fake. Genuine love should be there and this genuine love comes through 
simplicity. That’s why Shirdi Sai Baba reminds people of simplicity. That’s why this temple is built. 

Your mission of Bhakti Marga is growing everywhere. There are more and more 
organisational tasks that need attention, more responsibilities required from many people 
[Guruji comments: It is true.] What do you suggest so that we don’t lose sight of the real 
goal while being engaged and taken in by all these duties? 

PV: You see, duties in a path of devotion are very important because this allows everybody to 
participate, even if it is the smallest task, but the real duty of a devotee, the duty of somebody 
who is on the spiritual path, is in participating together. That’s what builds up the community. 
Otherwise, without that, the community doesn’t exist. So, the sangha is important and it is 
important that everybody, even people who have chosen different paths in life – whether they 
are Grihasta, whether they are Brahmacharya, whatever, it doesn’t matter – the important thing is 
how they are doing their duty, and that the duty that is done with surrender and love and 
without any expectation. This is important to realise.  

You see, very often people say, ‘Yes, I am doing seva, but yet, I am expecting…’ They expect so 
many things, but in reality, the duty along the spiritual path is service. You should give and 
forget. You should help and forget about it. The mind should not be attached, ‘I have done this, I 
have done that.’ That’s why it is for everybody; the whole community should participate. 



Very recently, you inaugurated the Shri Giridhar Dham Ashram & Temple in Vrindavan, 
India. What is the reason you chose Vrindavan as the location for your first Ashram in 
India? 

PV: Well, I hope it is only the first one and then the last one also, because I don’t think I can 
handle another. Or maybe Godavari Mata, we’ll send Godavari...she’s good in doing her job! 
So, to this question now.  

You see, Krishna is one of the most important deities in the Hindu pantheon and His way is very 
direct and simple. The path of devotion sometimes can be very easy and sometimes can be very 
difficult, and in Vrindavan, when you look on the outside you don’t feel so much, but when you 
go to the inside, Vrindavan is very special. It is very important that when people start their 
spiritual path they are surrounded by this energy and surround themselves with like-minded 
people. In Vrindavan everybody is running to temples and everybody is running to do spiritual 
things, you know, so they don’t lose that sight. That’s why it is very important. Whereas if the 
temple were somewhere else, the attention would be different. In Vrindavan, there is nothing 
else apart from temples. So, that’s the benefit of it and that is the great blessing to be in 
Vrindavan. And our ashram is really, really nice, you know. It’s not too far away. Everything is so 
near. So, it’s a blessing. Radharani has given the blessing so that we can be near too. 

Bhakti Marga Temples and Ashrams are being opened all around the world. What does it 
mean to live and do seva in one of your ashrams or temples? 

PV: What does it mean? It’s a great blessing. You see, we are a community. We are one family. 
Whether it is worldwide or not, we are all one family and that’s what is important to remember. 
Each ashram forms one part of the same body. They should never see themselves as separate. 
So, everybody who is doing service – whether you are doing service at the feet or you are doing 
service at the hand or you are doing service at the head – it is one body itself. So, the blessing is 
the same. 



SHIRDI SAI BABA: THE NEWEST 'RESIDENT' OF SPN  

On 3 October, Guruji inaugurated the Shirdi Sai Baba Temple in SPN. We asked one of the resident 
architects, Nallini, who was coordinating this project, how it all came about and how it was successfully 
completed.  
 

Can you tell us something about this type of building (shrine 
architecture)? 

Nallini (SPN architect): The building is a dome of bricks. This type of 
construction is built using a compass. This compass is an instrument invented 
by the African people known as Nubians. Usually to build a dome, it is 
necessary to have a 'Centina', a construction in wood to fix the bricks. The 
extraordinary thing of this compass is that fixes the position of each brick in the 
space. This is interesting because this construction of the Centina is quite 
expensive, actually more than the dome itself. Initially the compass formed 
only spherical domes, but afterwards, the Italian architect Fabrizio Carola 
changed the centre of the compass, making different kinds of domes with more air upwards.  

This type of building is: 
- cheap, because the material is the same from the foundation to the roof (brick or stone);  
- it is valid for self-construction, because it is very simple to learn; just some technical assistance in 

the beginning and everyone can do it; 
- has extraordinary acoustic qualities; 
- it creates spaces very pleasant to live in; 
- all the building is without tension. If we make pressure at any point of the dome, the brick that 

receives the pressure, will transmit this pressure in all the directions and creates a collaborative 
situation: each brick collaborates to keep up the structure. This is extraordinary because it creates 
an interesting situation where all the bricks together share the work.  

And it was like this, as the bricks in the dome: everyone could enjoy, everyone could collaborate with 
their own abilities, (there were not required specific professional skills), everyone was equal.  

 

Can you tell us something about the construction work? 

Nallini: In the beginning, we participated in a theoretical course: 'Yard school of construction of arcs, 
vaults and domes. Training course about the sustainable architecture with the purpose to spread the 
theory of the self-construction.' We were informed about all the buildings that the architect made in 
Africa and Europe through this technique of the compass (hospital, schools, residences, hotels, 
restaurants…). 



Who is the architect?  

Nallini: Fabrizio Carola is a famous Italian architect. He studied in the architectural school of Bruxelles, 
founded by Van de Velde. In 2011, he received a prestigious international award during the 24th World 
Congress of Architecture ‘Design 2050 Beyond Disasters, Through Solidarity, Towards Sustainability’.  
He contributed to alleviating the conditions of communities living below the poverty line. He has been 
recognised in his value to improve the living conditions in many African countries using the typical local 
materials and building construction in accordance with the cultural traditions of the area. 
  
He came personally to Shree Peetha Nilaya to teach us how to draw and build a dome with the 
technique of the compass. He showed us how easy and simple it is to build a dome from beginning to 
end.  

�  

The construction work started on the 20th of August with 10 Italian Seva People. They decide to use their 
holiday to build the temple of Shirdi Sai. After a while, other seva people from different nationalities 
were interested in what was going on, so they came and enjoyed the construction with everybody. 

After 15 days, the basics of the construction was finished and at the end of September (less than two 
months) the decorations were also completed:  the mosaic, the blue floor in resin, the gold star painting 
on the ceiling, the gold place for the Abhishekam, the light in the right position, the outside pump to 
collect the Abhishekam water. The murti was already installed and the environment adjusted with new 
plants and little volcanic stones. 

All construction starts with the first brick. Guruji installed that first brick. All the seva people were dressed 
in white with the same hat that Shirdi Sai Baba was wearing. 

One of the ideas was to write from the beginning 'OM Namo Narayana' on all the bricks. Guruji was 
excited about this!!! Everybody was enthusiastic!!! 

�  



Some feedback: 
‘…Was one of the most privileged seva: the construction of the Shirdi Temple! Unique experience. I did 
all my best and all my devotion to realise this building. I could enjoy even if I was not a specialist worker! 
Thank you very much; I will take this experience for all my life in my heart ...’  Luca  

�  

‘Doing seva for the construction temple was a unique experience… I had fantastic feeling during the 
construction. There was such energy that you could not feel the tiredness. I could go on also in the night. 
Guruji was so sweet and always present to suggest and help us to how go on. This seva is giving me the 
strength to tolerate any kind of work without complaining…’  Maheshwari 
  

�  

‘In the Bhagava Gita course, Guruji said: '…You want to become a saint, a yogi but you are not 
grounded!!!' I thought that this seva to build the Shirdi Temple would be appropriate to ground myself 
and it was true. The work was physically hard and I felt grounded. I enjoyed the work with the Italians and 
the bhajans of Shirdi Sai. This seva reminded me that Guruji builds the temple of the divine in all our 
hearts! Thank you for this seva, the coffee and the ice cream…’  Bernd 

�  

‘It was nice to see people who never work in construction start to build a temple. Everyone with joy and 
happiness and everyone with own role: someone who instructed to put the brick on the right place, who 
instructed to move the compass, who instructed to prepare the concrete, who instructed to cut the bricks 
and who instructed to make decoration. 

�  

‘Every day you could see the dome growing, every day a little step. Every day Guruji was passing and 
looking with so much love all these workers. Making them happy to see him, to speak with him, to take 
photos with him.  



 

‘It was joyful also for me that was just looking from outside and also the people around was always 
looking with interesting like to see a movie! The workers were never alone…there was always somebody 
to bring them coffee, ice cream, water… good food!!! 

�  

‘Sometimes it was not easy because at the end of the day they were tired, but this didn’t stop the work 
and the devotion: they were always all together, as the bricks in the dome, to build the temple for Shirdi 
Sai…’  m. m. 

�  

‘A dream that became reality through Guruji’s 'YES.' It was wonderful to build a temple in the awareness 
that it was for Shirdi Sai. I dedicated each brick and each detail to Guruji and to Shirdi Sai! Was nice to 
think: 'Will this please Him?' and suddenly Guruji was passing and saying: 'Nice!!!' My heart was full of 
joy! Through Guruji’s Love everyone could work in harmony and without competition. Thank you 
Gurudeva!!!’  Arianna 

�  

How was the opening ceremony? 

Nallini: The murti of Shirdi Sai was placed in the temple one month before the inauguration.  

All the workers involved in the construction decided to put the murti of Shirdi Sai in the new temple. 
They started in the afternoon but after three hours, they were still trying to figure out how to put the 
murti inside. The murti was so heavy that eight guys could not move it even one centimetre. A lot of 
people were around and watching what was going on. Suddenly Guruji appeared and asked why the 
murti was still outside. Guruji listened to all the doubts of the guys, to all that they couldn’t do and tried 
to do without success and only after that, he started!  



�  

First he called all the men in the ashram. Immediately all the men came in dhotis and without shoes 
because was prayer time. In the beginning, some were a little bit worried about the situation, but some 
of them, without asking, took a position next to the murti and with Guruji’s lead, started to move the 
murti. Guruji guided all the guys, step by step. He put his hand on Angelo’s shoulder and said: ‘All 
together… One, two, three… push!!!...’ And the murti moved…it was a miracle! Incredible.  And so on: 
‘Now push on the right…!!!  Now push on the left…!!!’ 

�  

You could see Guruji together with all the guys, together moving the murti, together with one aim. I was 
just looking and I don’t have word to explain what was the feeling in my heart. He was giving the 
direction with his finger, and the murti, as if it was something very light, in less than one hour, was in the 
right position!  

�  

The day after, Guruji came again and decide to do an offering to Shirdi Sai. He took a plate and everyone 
who was around could give a gift to Shirdi. At the end, Guruji put all these gifts under the murti and 
closed everything with concrete and bricks.  

�  

He did Puja and at the end decided that nobody could see Shirdi Sai until the day of the inauguration. So 
only the workers involved in the construction could stay and go on.  

�  

On the 3rd of October 2016, the third day of Navaratri, we had the inauguration of the Shirdi Mandir. A 
lot of people came to see Shirdi Sai, even if the weather was not favourable: cold and rain!!! 



You could see the singers singing all the bhajans of Shirdi Sai on the left side, the tent for the audio team 
and the temple team with flowers and Prasad on the right side and in the middle the beautiful dome in 
bricks, Shirdi Mandir, with Guruji and the murti of Shirdi Sai inside to start the inauguration.  

�  

First, the Swamis started with a yagna in front of the mandir’s door and after that, Guruji started the 
Abhishekam. Guruji began with all the Swamis and Swaminis and then he called all the workers of the 
temple. At last, Guruji called all the people around to offer water and flowers to Shirdi Sai. Shirdi Sai was 
smiling! Everybody could enjoy it, and everyone was happy and joyful. 

�  

At the end, Guruji said: Shirdi Sai is for everyone. Everyone can come and hug Him. The mandir will be 
always open to the people to let them pray and meditate with Shirdi Sai Baba.  

Shirdi Baba ki Jai! 



CONSTRUCTION PROGRESS OF SRI KRIPESHWARNATH MANDIR AT SPN 

While the Shirdi Sai Baba Temple was mainly built by a team of Italian devotees and helpers, our SPN construction 
team is focusing mainly on building our most important project, the Sri Kripeshwarnath Mandir. To give you more 
insight on the progress of this project, Swami VishwaKurunandhanananda, who is coordinating the fundraising 
efforts, gives the detailed report below: 

Ever since Bhakti Marga moved into Shree Peetha Nilaya, we've been interested in converting the old swimming 
pool room into a large temple. As more and more people have come to SPN, it's become clear that our current 
temple simply doesn't have the capacity for hosting the large number of guests we get. 

Guruji decided that the pool should become a temple dedicated to Sri Radha Krishna, which should be called the 
‘Sri Kripeshwarnath Mandir’. However, last year he decided to have Narasimha as the main deity to counter the 
negativity under which the world currently suffers. 

The construction on the new temple began in early 2015. 
 
There are three stages to the construction of the building: 

• Stage One, the current stage, involves creating the Sri 
Kripeshwarnath Mandir in the rooms below the 
Darshan Hall. 

 

• Stage Two involves renovating the Darshan Hall, 
and joining the main room with the entrance 
room. 

 

• Stage Three is for building up landscaping, and outdoor 
pathways & stairs around the new mandir and the 
Darshan Hall 



• Since construction began, donors have raised over 400,000 Euros for Stage One, and construction on the 
Sri Kripeshwarnath Mandir has made lots of progress: 

 

   �  
- Building a new split-level floor      - Installing utilities 

�       �  
- Preparing the heating and water systems.  - Levelling out the main floor 

            - Adding drywall to the ceilings and walls 

�  
- Installing a ventilation system 



What's next for the Sri Kripeshwarnath Mandir? 
        1. Prepare the ceilings for further installations (sealing the concrete and paint) 
        2. Prepare for the main entrance door to be installed 
        4. Install wall coverings, ceilings 
        5. Install floor heating 
        6. Apply the last floor coat 
        7. Decorative wall painting 

We're aiming to have Stage One - the Mandir - completed by Summer/Autumn 2017. 

Often Guruji is emphasising that a temple is for everyone, and it can only happen if many helping hands and 
hearts want it and work together. For that reason we reached out to you all during Shivaratri 2016 with a special 
program called 300 (12), where the opportunity is presented to make a special pledge.  

The '300' campaign is looking for 300 angel devotees who give 100 Euros per month over a period of 12 months. 
The '12' campaign is where 12 angels give 30’000 Euros over the period of 12 months. 

Interested in supporting the construction of the Mandir? Visit the website for instructions on donating and for 
monthly updates on the project. 
bhaktimarga.org/fundraising  

Sign up for the BM Fundraising newsletter to hear about news and special events for the donors 
bhaktimarga.org/newsletter/subscribe 

https://www.bhaktimarga.org/fundraising
https://www.bhaktimarga.org/newsletter/subscribe


OFFERING ONE’S SEVA IN SHREE PEETHA NILAYA 

Seva, selfless service, is usually part of any ashram experience. SPN is no 
exception to that. In fact, Guruji has stressed the importance of seva many, 
many times. But seva is not limited to SPN. Devotees all over the world selflessly 
give their free time and make big efforts to help spread Guruji’s message of 
Love and bhakti to all whose hearts are open to receive it.  

We have spoken with several residents and also Swaminis from outside of SPN  
about the significance of Seva and how it can be done. 

What is seva and why are the guests of SPN asked to do 
seva? 
Ambika (SPN Seva Coordinator): Also for us at SPN, seva or 
selfless service means helping others by serving the people 
without having any expectations, without getting anything in 
return, no thanks, no well done, not even a smile...That may 
sound terrible for our conditioned human mind, for our ears 

which like to be pleased with compliments and gratifications. So WHY do seva 
at all, if one should do it and then forget about it again? Does it make sense? 

This secret and deeper meaning can be revealed only by a living Master or one who has realized this truth. Our 
Guru, Paramahamsa Sri Swami Vishwananda, is such somebody like this: he is a perfect teacher and living bhakta 
par excellence, who from the very first day of Bhakti Marga has been answering this question patiently through his 
living example and through teaching this truth to everybody who comes in contact with him, by gently allowing us 
to make our own experiences throughout our daily lives here at SPN. And this secret, the only answer which can be 
given to this question is: to express our LOVE. That is what bhakti stands for, to express our relationship with the 
Divine. Or to say it with Gurují s words: ‘When you serve, helping people - actually you are not helping them, you 
are helping yourself. You learn to forget about everything around you. You learn to think of others.’ 

And HOW to do this, to serve? By doing everything with LOVE! That´s it, so easy to understand that: ‘Whatever you 
do IS service!... Don´t think about big or small, right or wrong, let the mind be pure.’ So basically, you don´t have to 
come here to us in order to practice seva, you can do it wherever you are in this world. BUT if you come to SPN in 
Germany or to Sri Ranganath Mandir at Rose Hill in Mauritius or to any other Bhakti Marga Temple, Ashram or 
community, then you can serve our Guruji, a living Master and this makes the difference, because: ‘Seva - service in 
holy places, ashrams or to the Master is a different kind of serving. This kind of serving is to get spiritual 
benefit...When you do service to a Holy Man, you give service to your teacher, you have the grace of the Master 
with you, and the grace of the Master is the grace of God Himself.’ 

Another kind of seva, the highest service one can actually ever do, is called Guru Seva or Bhakti Seva, serving the 
Divine through worship, rituals and celebrations and spreading the teachings of the Guru. Through this daily seva 
here at SPN we are expressing our devotion through regular singing, praying, pujas, satsangs or OM Chanting. 

So, come, make yourself ready! Don´t waste your time; come be together with us, your Bhakti Marga Family, part of 
this unique opportunity in life: come and do seva with love and joy! Because a true Master, a Satguru, never asks 
anything from anybody: ‘The only thing, if you really want, is to serve God and serve the people as much as you 
can.’ That´s the only thing our Satguru is asking for. 



Which seva programs does Shree Peetha Nilaya offer? 
Ambika: During big events and festivities and, above all, before and after 
those events, we are depending more and more on outside seva helpers 
to run our centre. For this reason, we have created many different seva 
programs and projects, like the Bhakti Seva Program (BSP), or different 
scholarships (long-term seva programs) which provide an incentive for 
many new people and devotees to come and do seva at SPN. These 
special seva programs are designed to help people get into the right 
spirit of serving with love and joy, giving at the same time the possibility 
of getting an insight of what it means to really serve a living Master. And 
once you got it, then you may understand that doing seva has nothing to 
do with getting any price reduction or not even food in return, but that 
actually it is HIM serving us day and night; this is the most precious, 
priceless gift that God can offer us, can offer mankind.  

Daily seva for all guests @ SPN: 
Ambika: Often people come to me asking that they would like to do seva, 
thinking about big things and programs. But actually, everybody who comes here to us at SPN as a guest 
and above all who stays overnight, is already supposed to help on a daily basis with seva for 3-4 hours a 
day. That is Guruji´s wish. In that way, as he explained, our minds don’t get stuck in being egoistic and 
active, like when we are sitting around doing nothing. All you have to do for that is getting your seva 
assigned the moment you check in at the registration desk. Our daily seva starts every morning at 9 am 
(during normal days) and during event days, seva check in is from 9:15-9:30 am in the lobby. 

Bhakti Seva Program: 
If you would like to do selfless service on a full time schedule (6-7 hours a day) and want to know more 
about us, Paramahamsa Sri Swami Vishwananda´s work, and Bhakti Marga, you can actively take part in 
our community life at Shree Peetha Nilaya by participating in the Bhakti Seva Program (BSP). For this, you 
must apply (seva@bhaktimarga.org) and see which periods during the year we are requesting seva 
helpers for our different seva areas, like kitchen, housekeeping, laundry, garden, construction, facilities, 
etc. This program is especially designed to help us cover very busy times with preparation before and 
clean up after big events when there is lot of seva help needed. The BSP goes for a minimum of 2 weeks 
to 1 month and costs 16 € all-inclusive per day. All you need for this program is to be willing and flexible 
to help in whatever is needed, to be in good health conditions (physically as well as mentally!) and you 
need proof of valid health insurance for Germany. 

For more detailed information, please visit our seva page:  
bhaktimarga.org/seva/bhakti-marga-seva-program  
bhaktimarga.org/seva/job-openings  
or feel free to write an email to seva@bhaktimarga.org. 

https://www.bhaktimarga.org/seva/bhakti-marga-seva-program%22%20%5Ct%20%22_top
https://www.bhaktimarga.org/seva/job-openings%22%20%5Ct%20%22_top


Scholarship & long-term seva: 

Krishnaviroopadasi (Human Resources at SPN): 
Every year, Shree Peetha Nilaya Ashram offers the possibility to 
come for a longer Seva Stay between one to three months to 
join in with the daily life in the Ashram. For these stays the 
Ashram offers food and accommodation for free. 

During the summer of 2016, we had sometimes more than 15 people from 
all over the world doing Seva with a scholarship in all areas of the Ashram. 
For example, in the kitchen, the vegetable garden, the flower garden, 
helping the audio or video team, the facilities team, the housekeeping team, 
the construction team, the sewing department, the event team or joining in 
with our content development team or helping with graphic design and 
many other things. 

How is it possible to receive a scholarship? 

A scholarship usually gets offered to someone who has already had 
experiences with seva in the Ashram. This can be seva during events or 
experiences with the Bhakti Seva Programme. If you are familiar with one 
seva area and you feel the urge to serve Paramahamsa Vishwananda’s 
Mission in this way, you can apply for a scholarship. You can also find current 
scholarship offerings on the Bhakti Marga Website:  

bhaktimarga.org/seva/job-openings 

A scholarship in Shree Peetha Nilaya is a wonderful opportunity to serve 
Paramahamsa Vishwananda directly in his home and to help manifest his 
mission and advance along your spiritual path by serving his devotees. You 
will be able to experience in depth what life is like as an Ashram Resident 
with daily seva and prayers in the Temple and Church, Orthodox Liturgy on 
Saturdays, daily OM Chanting, preparing for upcoming spiritual events, 
special seva during events, taking care of our guests from all over the world, joining in the different study 
classes for the residents about the teachings of Paramahamsa Vishwananda, experiencing Guruji’s 
wisdom and love during his satsangs with the residents and spontaneous Kirtan sessions in the temple 
and during the events. 

You will become part of the Bhakti Marga family and meet like-minded spiritual seekers from all over the 
world who have devoted their lives to the search for God through the Bhakti path and serving humanity. 

A seva day begins and ends with prayer as nothing happens without God’s Grace and with it, all is 
possible. A one to three month seva stay is for those who aim to make God the focal point in their lives. 

https://www.bhaktimarga.org/seva/job-openings


How can I do seva when I don’t have the opportunity to visit SPN?  

Swamini VishwaKarunananda Ma (Appointed 
Swamini of UK, Ireland, Iceland, Greenland):  
Being able to be of service wherever you are is a 
great blessing. It takes you away from ‘me and mine’. 
You experience a different energy in yourself and in 
relations with other people around you when you 
work for service compared with paid work. 

When you are doing seva, Guruji works with you and 
this is why you experience a different energy. Always offer any seva you 
do up to the Divine and try not to get attached to the outcome. In the 
outside world we have to find a balance between supporting ourselves 
materially and doing seva. Each devotee has to find this balance within 
themselves. Do not do so much seva that you get burnt out, but always 
remember Guruji is supporting you in your seva, so he will often help 
you through the any obstacles if you surrender to him. 

Whether I do seva at SPN or UK, the location does not matter. Guruji is always in my heart helping me in 
supporting his mission. In the Bhagavad Gita Krishna says that the highest service is to help someone on 
their spiritual journey and this is what you do when you support Guruji in his mission to open the hearts 
of humanity.  

How can I do seva when I don’t have the opportunity to visit SPN?  

Swamini Prabhaavati (Country Swamini of Spain): 
Jai Gurudev! The good thing with seva is that you 
can do it anywhere, because life itself is seva. 

Guruji´s Mission is also in every country, not only in 
SPN, and in the countries we need a lot of seva to 
build the Mission there. Seva is also the way you 
have to deepen your relationship with Guruji, as 
Bhakti Marga is Guruji himself. 

To develop the Mission in every country we need devotees who can 
help us in multiple ways: marketing, translating, editing, social media, 
events organisation, music, dance, anything you can think of! The 
beauty of this is to be able to work in a team, because the important 
thing is not the individuals, but Guruji´s Mission. 

To serve God (and God is in every one of us) makes you really happy, 
and I´m talking about the real happiness, because when you know that 
everything you do is for Him, you just do it without expectations. 

Just practising our sadhanas is a great seva, as immediately it has an impact on our surroundings: chant 
OM Namo Narayanaya! Practice Babaji Surya Namaskar! Practice Simply Meditation! Practice Atma Kriya 
Yoga! And tell everybody about it :) 



A great seva is to be the candles that Guruji wants us to be: share his light and love, and that´s something 
we do every time we talk about him, his Sadhana techniques or any of his teachings. And being a 
Vaishnava, loving everybody, no matter how they are to us. Being humble and being bhakti. 

Sometimes we think that seva has to be a great action, but it´s not like that: just a smile, just to pick up a 
paper on the street, to help someone although theoretically is not your job... while serving the others we 
forget that I, I, I that we usually have so present. 

Guruji´s Mission is not for a few. He has also said that Bhakti Marga is everybody. Being love is the best 
way of doing seva and spreading Guruji´s Mission. Much love! 



JUST LOVE FESTIVAL 2016:  
'BECAUSE THE LOVE MUST ALWAYS BE SPREAD’ 

For the first time, Bhakti Marga organized the Just Love Festival at Shree 
Peetha Nilaya where one could experience various musical acts, get to know 
new people from around the world, learn about spirituality and simply 
experience Love and Bhakti.  

What was the greatest challenge in organizing the Just Love Festival 
2016 at SPN? 

 
Swami VishwaDhaanamjayananda (JLF Co-Manager): 
The inaugural Just Love Festival was held from July 15-17, 
2016 at the Shree Peeta Nilaya Ashram and was a bigger 
success than anticipated. With over 2000 people attending 
from all corners of the world, it allowed the experience of the 
Just Love Festival to reach deep into all those that came and 
joined us for the three days. 

Of course, getting there was at times a little bit of a bumpy ride, but get there we did.  We started 
earnestly organising and preparing in December of 2015, and thank goodness for that!  There were so 
many little things to take care of: from tent space for vendors to showers for the campers to the music 
acts…we certainly needed the time.  And then there were all the little wrenches along the way to deal 
with. One of our team broke her leg 6 days before the festival, another one found himself suddenly in 
the middle of India tending cows for a short, imposed ‘sabbatical’, and the last, well… the last had his 
house flooded with human waste on the last day of the festival! 

We looked at each other, stunned at the ironic turn of events, but soldier on we did – because the show 
must always go on and the love must always be spread!  So, wheelchair bound, covered in poo, and 
numbed from the ranch days in India, the festival became one of the greatest events we’ve had, and with 
none the wiser! 

After such a great success in 2016, what are you planning for 2017?  
Swami VishwaDhaanamjayananda: The 2017 Festival is fast approaching and 
we are planning to take the festival to the next level for all those coming. 
Some of the exciting add-ons we are looking to include for 2017 are a larger 
campsite area so you can come and camp at the festival and not have to 
travel from a neighbouring village or town, ‘Glamping’ (combining glamour 
with camping) for those of you used to a bit more comfort, and more 
connection and understanding on how to make spirituality a lifestyle, 
amongst other great additions. Also there will be pre-ticket sales to speed up 
the queuing so you don’t have to stand in line too long. 

Moving forward online, the Just Love Festival is evolving into a lifestyle 
journey with a blog section being launched on the website filled with 
interesting articles, recipes, etc. from various leading experts in the field, so 
stay tuned for this. You can also find many of the live acts under the 2016 section to relive the great 
moments, either to stream or download, including video highlights of the 2016 festival.  

We hope to see you in 2017; the dates have been confirmed for the 14, 15, 16 July and tickets will go on 
sale around April. 



A NEW HOME FOR BHAKTI MARGA IN SPLIT, CROATIA 

Since you became a Swami, it seems everything has gone so fast: you started travelling and spreading 
Paramahamsa Sri Swami Vishwananda’s mission of Love all around Europe. Even a new BM temple was 
opened in Split offering so many devotees a community and place of prayer.  
 
What made the opening of the temple possible?  

Swami VishwaKanjalochanananda (Country Swami of 
Croatia, Serbia, Slovenia): I don't want to look smart, but 
it was obvious that it was Guruji's Grace. He made us see 
it clearly. I arrived in Croatia in February. We were looking 
for a place. It was never clear to people who were 
searching what we were looking for: an ashram in the 
countryside, a house for rental or buying in the city itself, 
or simply a room for the temple, etc. So the 'hunting 
season' was about to begin. We looked at a number of 

options trying to tune in to what Guruji really wanted for us. To make a long 
story short, eventually we found a very good place only two months after I 
arrived. Several more weeks were needed for the renovation and finally in 
May, on the Lakshmi Yagna weekend, we opened the temple. It was an 
unofficial opening. So we began our regular activities. The renovation was 
not complete until today. But the next step was to prepare the proper altar 
to accommodate our Narasimha murti which Guruji gave us on 
Gurupurnima day. The inauguration happened on 26 August 2016. We had 
an honoured guest, the Indian Ambassador in Croatia. The temple was filled 
with 80 people. The ceremony lasted for 5 hours and people were 
extremely happy. The energy changed immediately with the arrival of 
Narasimhadev. 
 

How often do you meet for practice? 
Swami VishwaKanjalochanananda: We have twice a week OM Chanting, 
once a week AKY group practice, once a week Simply Meditation practice, 
every Thursday satsang and prayers, every day we do puja on 
Narasimhadev, and once a month Maha Abhishek. On top of that, we 
celebrate each BM festival. Once a month, we host a Just Love kirtan night 
where we invite other spiritual groups. We also hold AKY courses, SM 
courses, etc.  

Can you tell us something about the main deity of the temple? 
Swami VishwaKanjalochanananda: Our main deity is Narasimhadev and 
also Adishesh. We also have Radha Raas Bihari (Radha Krishna) which used 
to be our main deity in our old temple. One fact that most people don't 
know, we used to have a temple in Split from 2006-2011. That was probably, 
apart from Mauritius, the very first temple of Bhakti Marga.  



A SPIRITUAL ANCHOR FOR THE UK 

There are many devotees in UK who seek spiritual guidance and the blessings of Paramahamsa Sri 
Swami Vishwananda. But because of the distance to Shree Peetha Nilaya, not every devotee from UK 
would be able to make it to the main international centre in Germany. 2016 saw the opening of a new 
ashram in London, UK. 

Since the new BM ashram in UK has opened, what has changed for you? 
Swamini VishwaKarunananda Ma (Swamini of UK, Ireland, Iceland & 
Greenland): It became very apparent very early on we had to create a very 
structured environment in the ashram.  With set times for daily prayers, 
meditation, spiritual study and contemplation. Otherwise, the day passes by 
quickly and you get caught up in the outside world. 

It has definitely deepened and supported my spiritual practice living in a 
more structured spiritual environment and I would not want to go back living 
the life of a normal householder.  

What changed for devotees? 
Swamini VishwaKarunananda Ma: The ashram has been particularly helpful 
for devotees who rarely can come to Germany; it gives them a spiritual 
anchor in the UK that is not provided by just having a Temple.  It is like they 
now have a spiritual home. 

How do you see the development of this ashram? 
Swamini VishwaKarunananda Ma: I see it in 3 phases: 

1) Development of the inner environment of the ashram for people 
living there.  Deepening our daily spiritual practice. 

2) Deepening our relationship with existing devotees by putting on 
more events for them. Celebrating here all major ceremonies 
throughout the year.  We recently celebrated all the days of Navaratri 
here and all the participants received a deep blessing from Divine 
Mother. 

3) Training: giving existing devotees chances to practice puja, 
abhishekham and yagna once they have done courses at SPN.  I think they often need more 
practice. Let some devotees stay for a weekend to experience staying at an ashram. Put on 
various courses here as well. 

Although we have only recently opened the ashram, we do plan to move in a year or so as we need a 
more secluded location. 

In terms of brahmacharinis, I think you need the following people: 
1) to look after the ashram as a building 
2) to organise all ceremonies 
3) to organise events inside and outside the ashram so the ashram is both inward and outward looking. 

We are still looking for full brahmacharinis to help us develop the ashram, so if anyone is interested in 
coming, please contact me.  Guruji would have to give the final approval for anyone staying here. We 
also are looking at letting some people stay here on a 3-month scholarship to help us build up the 
ashram. 



AN EXTENSION OF GURUJI’S INTERNATIONAL MISSION IN SOUTH AFRICA 

You are a Swami who travels a lot to offer BM courses and help people take up a spiritual path. You are 
combining seeing devotees in your own country, which is South Africa, with visiting countries like 
Singapore or Malaysia. Now with Guruji’s Grace, the long-planned project to build a BM ashram in South 
Africa is taking shape. We would like to ask you about this project and what it means to have a country 
ashram for the devotees. 

For some time now, BM South Africa has purchased land for the ashram. Can you please explain 
what has been done so far? 

Swami VishwaChakradharananda (Appointed Swami of South Africa):  
The land for the ashram has been cleared and levelled. The designs are complete and 
within the next few months the construction of the ashram will commence. 

Can you please tell us about the plans for the new BM ashram of South Africa? 
Swami VishwaChakradharananda: The ashram will have a few main deities, including 
Ugra Narasimha, Bhadrachal Raam, Mahavatar Babaji and Lakshmi Narayana. Once 
the ashram is complete, we will focus on building the chapel, the wellness centre, and 

more accommodation for devotees.    

Sri Vishwananda Nilaya, the Home of Bhakti Marga South Africa, is being built on lush farmland in Kwa-
Dukuza, Kwa-Zulu Natal. It represents an extension of Paramahamsa Sri Swami Vishwananda's 
international mission, the headquarters of which are in Springen, Germany. The ashram, which will house 
both a Temple and Chapel, will be a meeting point of spiritual seekers wishing to enhance their 
expressions of Love and attain their higher reality. This Sanctuary will be focused on fostering Love, 
Patience and Unity in South Africans and will attract many Local and International visitors. 



CONCEPT - The Structure is laid out in the pattern of the sacred sound 'OM', the cosmic sound of 
creation. The crown jewel, the Temple, is positioned at the Turya point of the geometrical OM and its 
conceptualized design is based on the 'flower of life.' The beautiful surrounding landscape and adjacent 
dam will be visible from within the Temple due to the extensive use of glass. It will be meeting point of 
‘like-minded souls’, who can exchange ideas and jointly work towards the welfare of the country. The 
extended project sees the development of a Wellness Centre and the housing of a resident community 
dedicated to the service of the Divine and mankind. 

SUSTAINABILITY - The ashram will be built in phases with the 
intention of being "off-grid" and will 

implement various green technologies, e.g. solar, wind, harvesting of 
rainwater and recycling of waste. The architectural theme will reflect 
the organisation’s approach to the preservation of Mother Earth, 
creating a minimal footprint. 

CONTRIBUTION - The project is designed to serve the greater South African community. As such, it 
requires the input and generosity of the community also. Should you wish to contribute to the project, 
kindly contact Swami Vishwachakradharananda at vishwachakradharananda@gmail.com. 

As a Swami of South Africa, what benefits do you see for the devotees to have such an ashram? 

Swami VishwaChakradharananda: The ashram is a place of worship and will provide all devotees with an 
opportunity to experience the Divine in a tranquil setting. In time it will also provide many devotees with 
the opportunity to reside at the ashram and serve and become an instrument in reaching out to all 
spiritual seekers to experience the Love of God. 

mailto:vishwachakradharananda@gmail.com


DAILY PRAYERS ON THE EAST COAST 

Paramahamsa Sri Swami Vishwananda often talks about the importance of 
group prayer. BM temples are there to strengthen and deepen one’s 
spiritual path by encouraging devotees to participate regularly in group 
prayers. Therefore, Guruji and all of his Swamis travel to establish many 
new BM temples worldwide, just as it happened in March 2016 in 
Connecticut, USA. Mallika sent this note about the Sri Radha-Krishna Lila 
Manushavigraha Temple, Connecticut. 

Jai Gurudev!  
  
On 12 March, 2016 in Thompson, Connecticut, USA, Guruji inaugurated 
the Sri Radha Krishna Lila Manushavigraha Temple.  

It was an amazing two days with Guruji. He offered multiple satsangs, 
individual blessings, an amazing temple inauguration with a Yagna, and a 
local public satsang with Darshan.  
  
The Sri Radha Krishna Lila Manushavigraha Temple is part of Triveni 
Center, which is a spiritual retreat center that was blessed and named by 
Guruji in October of 2013. Both in the temple and throughout the Center 
home are depictions and murtis of the life and leelas of Lord Krishna. The 
stories of His life are shown and taught to participants and guests of the 
Temple and Center.  
  
The temple hosts daily prayers and puja, weekly abhishekam, monthly 
OM Chanting circles, OM Chanting Workshops, Simply Meditation 
Courses, Atma Kriya and Meditation group practices, homas and periodic 
sanghas. Guruji's directive for this location is to be a premier retreat 
center. We offer weekend and longer retreats with all vegetarian diets served. Guruji asked that we hold 
a variety of other activities and events that appeal to the local population. So we also hold workshops 
and events in the areas of health and wellness, Native American studies, spirituality and crafting, 
alternative health modalities and natural living.   
  
Triveni Center is also an ashram. Temporary residents have rotated through the Center over the last 
couple of years. It is our hope that others may join, and that perhaps permanent residents may become 
part of this Northeastern USA Center of Paramahamsa Vishwananda and Bhakti Marga. During Guruji's 
visit he also asked about the possibility of purchasing a place locally, since this current location is a rental 
property. By his Grace, we pray for such an event to happen.  
  
Dedicated to the Lotus Feet of Dear Gurudev, Paramahamsa Vishwananda…. With Love, Mallika 

Triveni Center…a Spiritual Retreat Center, the Northeast USA home of BhaktiMarga and Paramahamsa 
Vishwananda 



A 'THANK YOU' TO OUR FRIENDS 

‘Friends of Bhakti Marga’ is here to support Paramahamsa 
Vishwananda's mission. Swami is showing us continuously the example 
of giving. Whatever he does, he does for others - helping thousands of 
people around the world. And it is through our giving that his mission 
can keep growing. 

The process of giving is a form of Bhakti, where we open a channel for 
the spiritual connection. As a Friend of Bhakti Marga, you will be able to 
experience how Swami's mission grows with your support. Whenever 
you give with love and from your heart, the blessing is there. And it will 
always stay with you. At the same time, Swami always loves to give 
thanks to those who help. 

That is why, as a Friend of Bhakti Marga, you will receive some 
additional bonuses, which are, among others: 

• Live broadcasts (livestreams) of specific events with Sri Swami 
Vishwananda. The live streams we sent 2016 for FoBM:                                                                                               
Shivaratri, Narasimha Jayanti, Krishna Janmashtami and all 
the nine nights of Navaratri. 

• Invitation to participate at an annual event for Friends of Bhakti 
Marga with Paramahamsa Vishwananda. On 25 August 2016, 
Guruji celebrated a Yagna ceremony, where around 300 FoBM 
members participated. Guruji graciously showed himself as a 
tender father and motherly friend, who is ever with us, always 
caring for us and in whom we can trust unconditionally. 

• A special Christmas and New Year’s letter with a small present, blessed by Paramahamsa 
Vishwananda, sent by postal mail.  

• Three times per year a newsletter for Friends of Bhakti Marga. 

• A membership card with a personal number which serves as a badge to participate at special events for 
FoBM with Sri Swami Vishwananda and to get 10% discount in the BM shop during special times. 

As residents of the Ashram, we feel connected to our Satguru and to the members of FoBM from all countries 
and continents who live and spread his mission in the outside world. It is always a great joy for us to welcome 
the Friends of Bhakti Marga as family and as guests. We are also immensely thankful for their seva, as without 
it, our events here would not be possible.  

Seva is a way to open the heart and to develop Bhakti inside. We greatly appreciate your friendship and 
financial support, without many projects would not be possible. For more information about Friends of Bhakti 
Marga and the application form to join, please visit the BM website bhaktimarga.org and click on ‘Friends of 
Bhakti Marga’  to donate.  

Thanks to all Friends of Bhakti Marga for their contributions and regular financial support to spread 
Paramahamsa Vishwananda´s mission. Many of their ideas helped to bring people to Guruji and his path of 
devotion and love. Only by that, can peace arise in the world. 

http://www.bhaktimarga.org



